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187 - 188 Röbelen to Sander




Manila 21st May 1881

Dear Mr. Sander,

I have just received the mail and you latest letter dated 7th April. I was unable to write earlier because I had no mail connection. I cannot make sense of your letters and they are driving me mad. You wrote to me earlier that during June and July it would be impossible to cross the Red Sea, that I should make allowances for that and that I would be free to decide, depending on the progress of my collections. As I went looking for filiforme, I could not go after Phalaenopsis, too, I was expecting to get away by mid July in order to cross the Red Sea in mid August. Now you are telling me to leave in May, but it is too late and would not bring you any profit. You were talking about 100,000 Phalaenopsis – well they don’t come that thick. I now have about 14,000, mostly amabilis, and will have to collect a further 6,000 to make a total of 20,000. 

I hope my shipment arrived safely, but the filiforme are worrying me because I understand Boxall has already sent some, although I am convinced that he did not get them from the same place (as I). Whether mine are all right or not is my fault. Had I seen them in flower it would have been easy, but without flower they could be after Williams either filiforme or glumaceum or the devil knows what. Well, we hope for the best, just have patience, Mr. Sander, things are not as you think; I was a newcomer in a region, which both Veitch and Low had known for many years, and to enter this for the first time was like making connections with the devil’s grandmother. I know one has to spend a lot of money before one can get a penny in return, but it cannot be done with force. I have already spent such a lot of money travelling here and there that I am reluctant to put a foot out of doors. I shall need another 4 weeks to complete the Phalaenopsis consignment, then the goddamned journey taking them to Manila. If I have time I shall spend a week looking for Renanthera storiei. I have been told that a new Dendrobium can be found in the vicinity. Boxall has been there but it does not matter, good things always sell. Of D. filiforme I have ordered a further 500 to be collected, since you talk about 5,000 in one of your letters, also 200 Vanda tessellata, 300 Vanda lamellata Boxalii, 500 Dendrobium macrophyllum ? superbum (superbiens) giganteum, and little things.

I shall try to get Aerides quninquevulnerum, Saccolabium violaceum, Dendrobium taurinum etc. Of the Calamus ciliaris I have 5,000 seedlings which have grown very well and I hope to bring them to Europe alive. Seeds have not been found up to now. I have found another Palm, an Areca, the leaf a little narrower than A. baueri, fruits like small hazelnuts, hairy, stems covered tightly with needles from top to bottom, slender, taller than coconut. I shall try to get seeds from this, and from another type of Calamus. Of the aroid that was despatched in the last consignment, I have approximately 100 plants.

My young… have all perished. Whether I shall get seed I do not know, for the wretched things are still in flower. Of the Renanthera which I sent you earlier, I still have 20 plants, also some 30 Coelogynes; I have a Renanthera which fits the description of coccinea, but the leaves are a little longer and the flowers are not yellow, I shall include a few flowers. (R. storiei). Also an Aerides with light green leaves, much branched inflorescence, have not seen the flowers, I only have one plant. I am still in good health but there is a dreadful heat, which is driving me crazy. I hope that your business goes well and that you don’t lose heart. I can’t do everything at once. I shall need another £100. Should you not have sent any by the time you receive this letter, you’d better cable me some straight away. On Monday I shall draw the remaining credit of $500, I could do with more but I have spent enough money up to now, I shall make do with the remaining £100.

If I have to depart straight away, we shall have to discuss this, for Boxall left on the day before yesterday and will arrive shortly before you receive this letter. I don’t know what he is going to bring, I have not seen him for a long time. As far as I know, he bought Phalaenopsis from local merchants, $8 per 100. I estimate that he will have 10,000 Phalaenopsis (he departed on a French steamer that goes to Singapore; from there he will catch an English steamer. Findlay told me that Boxall was going to Burma first, but that would be difficult because he has got the Phalaenopsis with him. 

Within the next 4 weeks I shall not be able to receive mail or to write.

With kind regards,


C. Röbelen

Just received a letter from Pehacek, he complains about his sulfured Laelias. How is the Odontoglossum, I received another letter….

Note: Boxall & young Low started 2nd August.
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